1922 VIRGINIA.

propose a new constitution, or alterations and amendments to the existing constitu-

tion of this commonwealth; and by an act passed on the thirteenth of March, in the

year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, did further provide for submitting

the same to the people for ratification or rejection:

We, thercfore, the delegates of the good people of Virginia, elected and in comvention as-
sembled, in pursuance of said acts, do propose to the people the following constitution
and form of government for this commonwealth :

ARTICLE I.
BILL OF RIGHTS.

The declaration of rights, as amended and prefixed to this constitution, shall have
the same relation thereto as it had to the former constitution.

ARTICLE H.
DIVISION OF POWERS.

The legislative, executive, and judiciary departments shall be separate and distinct,
so that neither exercise the powers properly belonging to either of the others; nor
shall any person exercise the powers of more than one of them at the same time,
except that justices of the peace shall be eligible to either house of assembly.

ARTICLE III.
QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS.

SecTION 1. Every white male citizen of the commonwealth, of the age of twenty-
one years, who has been a resident of the State for two years, and of the county, city,
or town where he offers to vote for twelve months next preceding an election, and
no other person, shail be qualified to vote for members of the general assembly and
all officers elective by the people; but no person in the military, naval or marine ser-
vice of the United States shall be deemed a resident of this State by reason of being
stationed therein. And no person shall have the right to vote who is of unsound
mind, or a pauper, or a non-commissioned officer, soldier, seaman, or marine in the
service of the United States, or who has been convicted of bribery in an election, or
" ‘of any infamous offence.

Sec. 2. The general assembly, at its first session after the adoption of this consti-
tution, and afterwards as occasion may require, shall cause every city or town, the
white population of which exceeds five thousand, to be laid off into convenient wards,
and a separate place of voting to be established in each; and thereafter no inhab-
itant of such city or town shall be allowed to vote except in the ward in which he
resides. N
 SEc. 3. No voter during the time for holding any election at which he is entitled to
vote shall be compelled to perform military service, except in time of war or public
danger; to work upon the public roads, or to attend any court as suitor, juror, or wit-
ness; and no voter shall be subject to arrest under any civil process during his at-
tendance at elections, or in going to and returning from them.

SEC. 4. In all elections votes shall be given openly, or ziva vore, and not by ballot;
but dumb persons entitled to suffrage may vote by ballot.

ARTICLE 1IV.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT,

SECTION 1. The legislature shall be formed of two distinct branches, which togsther
shall be a complete legislature, and shall be called “the general assembly of Virginia.”

HOUSE OF DELEGATES.

SEc. 2. One of these shall be called the house of delegates, and shall consist of one
‘hundred and fifty-two members, to be chosen biennially for and by the several coun-




