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The Justices shall appoint Constables; and all fees of the aforesaid officers be regu-
lated by law.

The Governor, when he is out of office, and others, offending against the State,
either by mal-administration, corruption, or other means, by which the safety of the
State may be endangered, shall be impeachable by the House of Delegates. - Such
impeachment to be prosecuted by the Attorney-General, or such other person or per-
sons, as the House may appoint in the General Court, according to the laws of the
land. If found guilty, he or they shall be either forever disabled to hold any office
under government, or be removed from such office pro Zempore, or subjected to such
pains or penalties as the laws shall direct.

If all or any of the Judges of the General Court should on good grounds (to be
judged of by the House of Delegates) be accused of any of the crimes or offences
above mentioned, such House of Delegates may, in like manner, impeach the Judge
or Judges so accused, to be prosecuted in the Court of Appeals; and he or they, if
found guilty, shall be punished in the same manner as is grescribed in the preceding
clause. )

Commissions and grants shall run, “/z the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia,’
and bear test by the Governor, with the seal of the Commonwealth annexed. Writs
shall run in the same manner, and bear test by the Clerks of the several Courts.
Indictments shall conclude, “Against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth.”

A Treasurer shall be appointed annually, by joint ballot of both Houses.

All escheats, penalties, and forfeitures, heretofore going to the King, shall go to the
Commonwealth, save only such as the Legislature may abolish, or otherwise pro-
vide for.

The territories, contained within the Charters, erecting the Colonies of Maryland,
Pennsylvania, North and South Carolina, are hereby ceded, released, and forever
confirmed, to the people of these Colonies respectively, with all the rights of property,
jurisdiction and government, and all other rights whatsover, which might, at any
time heretofore, have been claimed by Virginia, except the free navigation and use
of the rivers Patomaque and Pokomoke, with the property of the Virginia shores and’
strands, bordering on either of the said rivers, and all improvements, which have
been, or shall be made thereon. The western and northern extent of Virginia shall,
in all other respects, stand as fixed by the Charter of King James L. in the year one
thousand six hundred and nine, and by the public treaty of peace between the Courts
of Britain and France, in the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three; un-
less by act of this Legislature, one or more governments be established westward of
the Alleghany mountains. And no purchases of lands shall be made of the Indian
natives, but on behalf of the public, by authority of the General Assembly.

CONSTITUTION OF VIRGINIA—1830.*

Whereas the delegates and representatives of the good people of Virginia, in con-
vention assembled, on the twenty-ninth day of June, in the year of our Lord one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, reciting and declarin g that whereas George
the Third, King of Great Britain and Ireland, and elector of Hanover, before that
time intrusted with the exercise of the kingly office in the government of Virginia,
had endeavored to pervert the same into a detestable and insupportable tyranny, by
putting his negative on laws the most wholesome and necessary f0r the public good;
by denying his governors permission to pass laws of immediate and pressing impor-
tance, unless suspended in their operation for his assent, and when so suspended
neglecting to attend to them for many years; by refusing to pass certain other laws
unless the persons to be benefited by them would relinquish the inestimable right of

* This constitution was framed by a convention which assembled at Richmond October 5, 1829,

and completed its labors January 14, 1830. It was submitted to the people and ratified by 26,055
votes against 15,563 votes.
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representation in the legislature; by dissolving legislative assemblies repeatedly and
continually for opposing with manly firmness his invasions of the rights of the people ;
when dissolved, by refusing to call’ others for a long space of time, thereby leaving
the political system withoutany legislative head ; by endeavoring to prevent the popu-
lation of our country, and for that purpose obstructing the laws for the naturalization
of foreigners; by keeping among us, in time of peace, standing armies and ships of
war ; by affecting to render the military independent of and superior to the civil power;
by combining with others to subject us to a foreign jurisdiction, giving his assent to
their pretended acts of legislation, for quartering large bodies of armed troops among
us, for cutting off our trade with all parts of the world, for imposing taxes on us with-
out our consent, for depriving us of the Lenefits of the trial by jury, for transporting
us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offences, for suspending our own legislatures,
and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatso-
ever ; by plundering our seas, ravaging our coasts, burning our towns, and destroying
the lives of our people; by inciting insurrections of our fellow-subjects with the aliure-
ments of forfeiture and confiscation; by prompting our negroes to rise in arms among
us, those very negroes whom, by an inhuman use of his negative, he had refused us
permission to exclude by law; by endeavoring to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistin-
guished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions of existence ; by transporting
hither a large army of foreign mercenaries, to complete the work of death, desola-
tion, and tyranny, then already begun, with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy un-
worthy the head of a civilized nation; by answering our repeated petitions for redress
with a repetition of injuries ; and finally, by abandoning the helm of government, and
declaring us out of his allegiance and protection; by which several acts of misrule,
the government of this country, as before exercised under the crown of Great Britain,
was totally dissolved, did, therefore, having maturely considered the premises, and
viewing with great concern the deplorable condition to which this once happy country
would be reduced unless some regular, adequate mode of civil polity should be
speedily adopted, and in compliance with the recommendation of the general Con-
gress, ordain and declare a form of government of Virginia ;

And whereas the general assembly of Virginia, by an act passed on the tenth day
of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine,
entitled “An act to organizea convention,” did authorize and provide for the election,
by the people, of delegates and representatives, to meet and assemble, in general con-
vention, at the capital in the city of Richmond, on the first Monday of October, in
the year last aforesaid, to consider, discuss, and propose a new constitution, or altera-
tions and amendments to the existing constitution of this commonwealth, to be sub-
mitted to the people, and to be by them tatified or rejected :

We, therefore, the delegates and representatives of the good people of Virginia, elected and
in convention assembled, in pursuance of the said act of assembly, do submit and propose
20 the people the following amended constitution and form of government for this com-
monwealtk, that is io say :

ARTICLE 1.

The declaration of rights made on the rzth June, 1776, by the representatives of
the good people of Virginia, assembled in full and free convention, which pertained
to them and their posterity, as the basis and foundation of government, requiring in
the opinion of this convention no amendment, shall be prefixed to this constitution,
and have the same relation thereto as it had to the former constitution of this com-
monwealth. *

ARTICLE II.

The legislative, executive, and judiciary departments shall be separate and distinct,
so that neither exercise the powers properly belonging to either of the others; nor
shall any person exercise the powers of more than one of them at the same time,
except that the justices of the county courts shall be eligible to either house of
assembly. ‘

* This declaration of rights can be found on page 1908 of this volume.
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ARTICLE I1I.

SectioN 1. The legislature shall be formedof two distinct branches, which together
shall be a complete legislature, and shall be called “the general assembly of Virginia.”

SEC. 2. One of these shall be called the house of delegates, and shall consist of
one hundred and thirty-four members, to be chosen, annually, for and by the several
counties, cities, towns, and boroughs of the commonwealth; whereof thirty-one dele-
gates shall be chosen for and by the twenty-six counties lying west of the Alleghany
Mountains; twenty-five for and by the fourteen counties lying between the Alleghany
and Blue Ridge of mountains; forty-two for and by the twenty-nine counties lying
east of the Blue Ridge of mountains and above tide-water, and thirty-six for and
by the counties, cities, towns, and boroughs lying upon tide-water, that is to say:
Of the twenty-six counties lying west of the Alleghany, the counties of Harrison,
Montgomery, Monongalia, Ohio, and Washington shall each elect two delegates;
and the counties of Brooke, Cabell, Grayson, Greenbrier, Giles, Kanawha, Lee, Lewis,
Logan, Mason, Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Russell, Scott,
Tazewell, Tyler, Wood, and Wythe shall each elect one delegate. Of the fourteen
counties lying between the Alleghany and Blue Ridge, the counties of Frederick and
Shenandoah shall each elect three delegates; the counties of Augusta, Berkely, Bote-
tourt, Hampshire, Jefferson, Rockingham, and Rockbridge shall each elect two dele-
gates; and the counties of Alleghany, Bath, Hardy, Morgan, and Pendleton shall
each elect one delegate. Of the twenty-nine counties lying east of the Blue Ridge
and above tide-water, the county of Loudoun shall elect three delegates; the counties of
Albemarle, Bedford, Brunswick, Buckingham, Campbell, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frank-
lin, Halifax, Mecklenburg, and Pittsylvania shall each elect two delegates; and the
counties of Amelia, Amberst, Charlotte, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, Fluvanna, Gooch-
land, Henry, Louisa, Lunenburg, Madison, Nelson, Nottoway, Orange, Patrick,
Powhatan, and Prince Edward shall each elect one delegate. And of the counties,
cities, towns, and boroughs lying on tide-water, the counties of Accomack and Norfolk
shall each elect two delegates; the counties of Caroline, Chesterfield, Essex, Fairfax,
Greensville, Gloucester, Hanover, Henrico, Isle of Wight, King and Queen, King Will-
lam, King George, Nansemond, Northumberland, N orthampton, Princess Anne,
Prince George, Prince William, Southampton, Spottsylvania, Stafford, Sussex, Surry,
and Westmoreland, and the city of Richmond, the borough of Norfolk, and the town
of Petersburg, shall each elect one delegate; the counties of Lancaster and Richmond
shall together elect one delegate; the counties of Matthews and Middlesex shall
together elect one delegate; the counties of Elizabeth City and Warwick shall together
elect one delegate; the counties of James City and York, and the city of Williamsburg,
shall together elect one delegate; and the counties of New Kent and Charles City
shall together elect one delegate.

SEcC. 3. The other house of the general assembly shall be called the senate, and
shall consist of thirty-two members, of whom thirteen shall be chosen for and by the
counties lying west of the Blue Ridge of mountains, and nineteen for and by the
counties, cities, towns, and boroughs lying east thereof; and for the election of whom
the counties, cities, towns, and boroughs shall be divided into thirty-two districts, as
hereinafter provided. Each county of the respective districts, at the time of the first
election of its delegate or delegates under this constitution, shall vote for one senator ;
and the sheriffs or other officers holding the election for each county, city, town, or
borough within five days at farthest after the last county, city, town, or borough election
in the district, shall meet at some convenient place, and from the polls so taken in their
respective counties, cities, towns, or boroughs, return as a senator the person who shall
have the greatest number of votes in the whole district. To keep up this assembly by
rotation, the districts shall be equally divided into four classes, and numbered by lot.
At the end of one year after the first general election, the eight members elected by
the first division shall be displaced, and the vacancies thereby occasioned supplied
from such class or division by new election in the manner aforesaid. This rotation
shall be applicd to each division according to its number, and continued in due order
annually. And for the election of senators, the counties of Brooke, Ohio, and Tvle:
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shall form one district; the counties of Monongalia, Preston, and Randolph shall
form another district; the counties of Harrison, Lewis, and Wood shall form another
district; the counties of Kanawha, Mason, Cabell, Logan, and Nicholas shall form
another district; the counties of Greenbrier, Monroe, Giles, and Montgomery shall
form another district; the counties of Tazewell, Wythe, and Grayson shall form another
district; the counties of Washington, Russell, Scott, and Lee shall form another dis-
trict; the counties of Berkeley, Morgan, and Hampshire, shall form another district;
the counties of Frederick and Jefferson shall form another district; the counties of
Shenandoah and Hardy shall form another district; the counties of Rockingham and
Pendleton shall form another district; the counties of Augusta and Rockbridge shall
form another district; the counties of Alleghany, Bath, Pocahontas, and Botetourt
shall form another district; the counties of Loudoun and Fairfax shall form another
district; the counties of Fauquier and Prince William shall form another district; the
counties of Stafford, King George, Westmoreland, Richmond, Lancaster, and North-
umberland shall form another district; the counties of Culpeper, Madison, and
Orange shall form another district; the counties of Albemarle, Nelson, and Amherst
shall form another district; the counties of Fluvanna, Goochland, Louisa, and Han-
over shall form another district; the counties of Spottsylvania, Caroline, and Essex
shall form another district; the counties of King and Queen, King William, Glou-
cester, Matthews, and Middlesex shall form another district; the counties of Acco-
mack, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, and Warwick, and the city of Williams-
burg, shall form another district; the counties of Charles City, James City, New Kent,
and Henrico, and the city of Richmond, shall form another district; the counties of
Bedford and Franklin shall form another district; the counties of Buckingham, Camp-
bell, and Cumberland shall form another district; the counties of Patrick, Henry, and
Pittsylvania shall form another district; the counties of Halifax and Mecklenburg
shall form another district; the counties of Charlotte, Lunenburg, Nottoway, and
Prince Edward shall form another district; the counties of Amelia, Powhatan, and
Chesterfield, and the town of Petersburg, shall form another district; the counties of
Brunswick, Dinwiddie, and Greenesville shall form another district; the counties of
Isle of Wight, Prince George, Southampton, Surry, and Sussex shall form another
district; and the counties of Norfolk, Nansemond, and Princess Anne, and the borough
of Norfolk, shall form another district.

SEc. 4. It shall be the duty of the legislature to reapportion, once in ten years, to
wit, in the year 1841, and every ten years thereafter, the representation of the coun-
ties, cities, towns, and boroughs of this commonwealth, in both of the legislative
bodies: Frovided, however, That the number of delegates from the aforesaid great dis-
tricts, and the number of senators from the aforesaid two great divisions, respectively,
shall neither be increased nor diminished by such reapportionment. And when a
new county shall hereafter be created, or any city, town, or borough, not now entitled
to separate representation in the house of delegates, shall have so increased in popu-
lation as to be entitled, in the opinion of the general assembly, to such representa-
tion, it shall be the duty of the general assembly to make provision by law for secur-
ing to the people of such new county. or such city, town, or borough, an adequate
representation. And if the object cannot otherwise be effected, it shall be competent
to the general assembly to reapportion the whole representation of the great district
containing such new county, or such city, town, or borough, within its limits; which
reapportionment shall continue in force till the next regular decennial reapportion-
ment.

SEc. 5. The general assembly, after the year 1841, and at intervals thereafter of not
less than ten years, shall have authority, two-thirds of each house concurring, to make
reapportionments of delegates and senators throughout the commonwealth, so that
the number of delegates shall not at any time exceed one hundred and fifty, nor of
senators thirty-six.

Skc. 6. The whole number of members to which the State may at any time be en-
titled in the House of Representatives of the United States shall be apportioned as
nearly as may be amongst the several counties, cities, boroughs, and towns of the State,
according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the
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whole number of persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.

SEC. 7. Any person may be elected a senator who shall have attained to the age of
thirty years, and shall be actually a resident and freeholder within the district, quali-
fied by virtue of his frechold to vote for members of the general assembly according
to this constitution. And any person may be elected a member of the house of dele-
gates who shall have attained the age of twenty-five years, and shall be actually a
resident and freeholder within the county, city, town, borough, or election district,
qualified by virtue of his freehold to vote for members of the general assembly.accord-
Ing to this constitution: Frovided, That all persons holding lucrative offices, and min-
isters of the gospel, and priests of every denomination, shall be incapable of being
elected members of either house of a ly.

SEc. 8. The members of the assembly Whall receive for their services a compensa-
tion to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the public treasury; but no law increas-
ing the compensation of the members shall take effect until the end of the next annual
session after such law shall have been enacted. And no senator or delegate shall,
during the term for which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office
of profit under the commonwealth, which shall have been created, or the emoluments
of which shall have been increased, during such term, except such offices as may be
filled by elections by the people.

SEC. 9. The general assembly shall meet once or oftener every year. Neither house,
during the session of the legislature, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses
shall be sitting. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business;
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and shall be authorized to com.
pel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as
each house may provide. And each house shall choose its own speaker, appoint its
own officers, settle its own rules of proceeding, and direct writs of election for supply-
ing intermediate vacancies. But if vacancies shall occur by death or resignation, dur-
ing the recess of the general assembly, such writs may be issued by the governor,
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. Each house shall judge of the
election, qualification, and returns of its members; may punish its members for dis-
orderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a
second time for the same offence.

SEC. 10. All laws shall originate in the house of delegates, to be approved or re-
Jected by the senate, or to be amended with the consent of the house of delegates.

Sec. 11. The privilege of the writ of Zabeas corpus shall not in any case be sus-
pended. The legislature shall not pass any bill of attainder, or any ex post facto law,
or any law impairing the obligation of contracts; or any law whereby private prop-
erty shall be taken for public uses without just compensation; or any law abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press. No manshall be compelled to frequent or
support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever; nor shall any man be
enforced, restrained, molested, or burdened in his body or goods, or otherwise suffer,
on account of his religious opinions or belief; but all men shall be free to profess, and
by argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of religion, and the same shall in
no wise affect, diminish, or enlarge their civil capacities. And the legislature shall
not prescribe any religious test whatever; nor confer any peculiar privileges or advan-
tages on any one sect or denomination; nor pass any law requiring or authorizing
any religious society, or the people of any district within this commonwealth, to levy
on themselves or others any tax for the erection or repair of any house for public
worship, or for the support of any church or ministry, but it shall be left free to every
person to select his religious instructor, and make for his support such private con
tract as he shall please.

SEc. 12. The legislature may provide by law that no person shall be capable of
holding or being elected to any post of profit, trust, or emolument, civil or military,
legislative, executive, or judicial, under the government of this commonwealth, who
shall hereafter fight a duel, or send or accept a challenge to fight a duel, the probable
issue of which may be the death of the challenger or challenged, or who shall be a
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second to either party, or shall in any manner aid or assist in such duel, or shall be
knowingly the bearer of such challenge or acceptance; but no person shall be so dis-
qualified by reason of his having heretofore fought such duel, or sent or accepted
such challenge, or been a second in such duel, or bearer of such challenge or accept-
ance.

SEC. 13. The governor, the judges of the court of appeals and superior courts, and
- all others offending against the State, either by maladministration, corruption, neglect
of duty, or any other high crime or misdemeanor, shall be impeachable by the house
of delegates; such impeachment to be prosecuted before the senate, which shall have
the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, the senate
shall be on oath or affirmation, and no person shall be convicted without the concur-
rence of two-thirds of the members present. Judgment, in cases of impeachment,
shall not extend further than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and
enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit under the commonwealth; but the party con-
victed shall, nevertheless, be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and
punishment according to law.

SEC. 14. Every white male citizen of the commonwealth, resident therein, aged
twenty-one years and upwards, being qualified to exercise the right of suffrage accord-
ing to the former constitution and laws; and every such citizen being possessed, or
whose tenant for years, at will, or at sufferance is possessed, of an estate or freehold
in land of the value of twenty-five dollars, and so assessed to be if any assessment
thereof be required by law ; and every such citizen being possessed as tenant in com-
mon, joint tenant, or partner of an interest in or share of land, and having an estate
of freehold therein, such interest or share being of the value of twenty-five dollars,
and so assessed to be if any assessment thereof be required by law; and every such
citizen being entitled to a reversion or vested remainder in fee, expectant on an estate
for life or lives, in land of the value of fifty dollars, and so assessed to be if any assess-
ment thereof be required by law, (cach and every such citizen, unless his title shall
have come to him by descent, devise, marriage, or marriage settlement, having been
so possessed or entitled for six months;) and every such citizen who shall own and
be himself in actual occupation of a leasehold estate, with the evidence of title re-
corded two months before he shall offer to vote, of a term originally not less than
five years, of the annual value or rent of twenty dollars; and cvery such citizen who
for twelve months next preceding has been a housekeeper and head of a family within
the county, city, town, borough, or election district where he may offer to vote, and
shall have been assessed with a part of the revenue of the commonwealth within the
preceding year, and actually paid the same, and no other persons, shall be qualified
to vote for members of the general assembly in the county, city, town, or borough,
respectively, wherein such land shall lie, or such housekeeper and head of a family shall
live. And in case of two or more tenants in common, joint tenants, or parceners in
possession, reversion, or remainder, having interest in land, the value whereof shall
be insufficient to entitle them all to vote, they shall together have as many votes as
the value of the land shall entitle them to; and the legislature shall by law provide
the mode in which their vote or votes shall in such case be given: Frovided, never-
theiess, That the right of suffrage shall not be exercised by any person of unsound
mind, or who shall be a pauper, or a non-commissioned officer, soldier, seaman, or
marine in the service of the United States, or by any person convicted of any infa-
mous offence.

SeC. 15. In all elections in this commonwealth to any office or place of trust,
honor, or profit, the votes shall be given openly, or viza voce, and not by ballot.

ARTICLE 1V.

SectioN 1. The chief executive power of this commonwealth shall be vested in a
governor, to be elected by the joint vote of the two houses of the general assembly.
He shall hold his office during the term of three years, to commence on the first day
of January next succeeding his election, or on such other day as may from time to
time be prescribed by law; and he shall be ineligible to that office for three years
next after his term of service shall have expired.

SEC. 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor, unless he shall have
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attained the age of thirty years, shall be a native citizen of the United States, or
shall have been a citizen thereof at the adoption of the Federal Constitution, and shall
have been a citizen of this commonwealth for five years next preceding his election.

Sec. 3. The governor shall receive for his services a compensation to be fixed by
law, which shall be neither increased nor diminished during his continuance in office.

SEC. 4. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed,shall communicate to
the legislature at every session the condition of the commonwealth, and recommend
to their consideration such measures as he may deem expedient. He shall be com-
mander-in-chief of the land and naval forces of the State. He shall have power to
embody the militia, when in his opinion the public safety shall require it; to convene
the legislature on application of a majority of the members of the house of delegates,
or when, in his opinion, the interest of the commonwealth may require it; to grant
reprieves and pardons, except where the prosecution shall have been carried on by
the house of delegates, or the law shall otherwise particularly direct; to conduct,
either in person or in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, all intercourse with
other and forcign States; and during the recess of the legislature, to fill, pro Zempore,
all vacancies in those offices which it may be the duty of the legislature to fill per-
manently : FProvided, That his appointments to such vacancies shall be by commis-
sions to expire at the end of the next succeeding session of the general assembly.

Sec. 5. There shall be a council of state, to consist of three members, any one or
more of whom may act. They shall be elected by joint vote of both houses of the
general assembly, and remain in office three years. But of those first elected, one,
to be designated by lot, shall remain in office one year only, and one other, to be de-
signated in like manner, shall remain in office for two years only. Vacancies occur-
ring by expiration of the term of service, or otherwise, shall be supplied by elections
made in like manner. The governor shall, before he exercises any discretionary power
conferred on him by the constitution and laws, require the advice of the council of
state, which advice shall be registered in books kept for that purpose, signed by the
members present and consenting thereto, and laid before the general assembly when
called for by them. The council shall appoint their own clerk, who shall take an
oath to keep secret such matters as he shall be ordered by the board to conceal. The
senior councillor shall be lieutenant-governor, and in case of the death, resignation,
inability, or absence of the governor from the seat of government, shall act as gov-
ernor.

Sec. 6. The manner of appointing militia officers shall be provided for by law; but
no officer below the rank of a brigadier-general shall be appointed by the general
assembly.

SEC. 7. Commissions and grants shall run in the name of the commonwealth of
Virginia, and bear test by the governor, with the seal of the commonwealth annexed.

ARTICLE V.,

Secrion 1. The judicial power shall be vested in a supreme court of appeals, in
such superior courts as the legislature may from time to time ordain and establish,
and the judges thereof, in the county courts, and in justices of the peace. The legis-
lature may also vest such jurisdiction as shall be deemed necessary in corporation
courts, and in the magistrates who may belong to the corporate body. The jurisdic-
tion of these tribunals, and of the judges thereof, shall be regulated by law. The
judges of the supreme court of appeals and of the superior courts shall hold their
offices during good behavior, or until removed in the manner prescribed in this consti-
tution, and shall, at the same time, hold no other office, appointment, or public trust,
and the acceptance thereof by either of them shall vacate his judicial office.

SEC. 2. No law abolishing any court shall be construed to deprive a judge thereof
of his office, unless two-thirds of the members of each house present concur - in the
passing thereof; but the legislature may assign other judicial duties to the judges of
courts abolished by any law enacted by less than two-thirds of the members of each
house present. :

Sec. 3. The present judges of the supreme court of appeals, of the general court,
and of the supreme courts of chancery, shall remain in office until the termination of
the session of the first legislature elected under this constitution and no longer.
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SEC. 4. The judges of the supreme court of appeals and of the superior courts shall
be elected by the joint vote of both houses of the general assembly.

Sec. 5. The judges of the supreme court of appeals and of the superior courts shall
receive fixed and adequate salaries, which shall not be diminished during their con-
tinuance in office.

SEC. 6. Judges may be removed from office by a concurrent vote of both houses
of the general assembly; but two-thirds of the members present must concur in such
vote, and the cause of removal shall be entered on the journals of each. 7The judge
against whom the legislature may be about to proceed shall receive notice thereof,
accompanied with a copy of the causes alleged for his removal, at least twenty days
before the day on which either house of the general assembly shall act thereupon.

SEC. 7. On the creation of any new county, justices of the peace shall be appointed,
in the first instance, in such manner as may be prescribed by law. When vacancies
shall occur in any county, or it shall, for any cause, be deemed necessary to increase
the number, appointments shall be made by the governor, on the recommendation of
the respective county courts. ,

Sec. 8. The attorney-general shall be appointed by joint vote of the two houses of
the general assembly, and commissioned by the governor, and shall hold his office
during the pleasure of the general assembly. The clerks of the several courts, when
vacancies shall occur, shall be appointed by their respective courts, and the tenure of
office, as well of those now in office as of those who may be hereafter appointed, shall
be prescribed by law. The sheriffs and coroners shall be nominated by the respective
county courts, and when approved by the governor shall be commissioned by him.
The judges shall appoint constables. And all fees of the aforesaid ofticers shall be
regulated by law.

SEC. 9. Writs shall run in the name of the commonwealth of Virginia, and bear
test by the clerks of the several courts. Indictments shall conclude, “against the peace
and dignity of the commonwealth.”

ARTICLE VL
A treasurer shall be appointed annually by joint vote of both houses.

ARTICLE VIIL

The executive department of the government shall remain as at present organized,
and the governor and privy councillors shall continue in office until a governor, elected
under this constitution, shall come into office; and all other persons in office when
this constitution shall be adopted, except as is herein otherwise expressly directed,
shall continue in office till successors shall be appointed, or the law shall otherwise
provide; and all the courts of justice now existing shall continue with their present
jurisdiction, until and except so far as the judicial system may or shall be hereafter
otherwise organized by the legislature. :

Done in convention, in the city of Richmond, on the fifteenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, and in the fifty-fourth
year of the Independence of the United States of America.

PHILIP P. BARBOUR, President.

D. Brices, Secretary.

CONSTITUTION OF VIRGINIA—1850.*
-BILL OF RIGHTS.

I. That all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have certain in-
herent rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any

*The bill of rights of 1776 and the constitution of 1830 were amended by a convention which as-
sembled at Richmond October 14, 1830 and completed its labors August 1, 1851. The constitution
was submitted to the people and ratified by over 67,562 votes against over 9,938 votes—several coun-
ties not having been heard from.




