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One hundred and nine. No person whatsoever shall disturb, molest, or persecute
another for his speculative opinions in religion, or his way of worship.

One hundred and ten. Every freeman of Carolina shall have absolute power and
authority over his negro slaves, of what opinion or religion soever.

One hundred and eleven. No cause, whether civil or criminal, of any freeman,
shall be tried in any court of judicature, without a jury of his peers.

One hundred and twelve. No person whatever shall hold or claim any land in
Carolina by purchase or gift, or otherwise, from the natives, or any other whatso-
ever, but merely from and under the lords proprietors, upon pain of forfeiture of all
his estate, movable or immovable, and perpetual banishment.

One hundred and thirteen. Whosoever shall possess any freehold in Carolina, upon
what title or grant soever, shall, at the farthest, from and after the year one thousand
six hundred and eighty-nine, pay yearly unto the lords proprietors, for cach acre of land,
English measure, as much fine silver as is at this present time in one English penny,
or the value thereof, to be as a chief rent and acknowledgment to the lords proprie-
tors, their heirs and successors, forever. And it shall be lawful for the palatine’s court,
by their officers, at any time to take a new survey of any man’s land, not to oust him
of any part of his possession, but that by such a survey the just number of acres he
possesseth may be known, and the rent thereon due may be paid by him.

One hundred and fourteen. All wrecks, mines, minerals, quarries of gems, and pre-
cious stones, with pearl-fishing, whale-fishing, and one-half of all ambergris,by whom-
soever found, shall wholly belong to the lords proprietors.

One hundred and fifteen. All revenues and profits belonging to the lords proprie-
tors in common shall be divided into ten parts, whereof the palatine shall have three,
and each proprietor one; but if the palatine shall govern by a deputy, the deputy
shall have one of those three-tenths, and the palatine the other two-tenths.

One hundred and sixteen. All inhabitants and freemen of Carolina above seven-
teen years of age, and under sixty, shall be bound to bear arms and serve as soldiers,
whenever the grand council shall find it necessary.

One hundred and seventeen. A true copy of these fundamental constitutions shall
be kept in a great book by the register of every precinct, to be subscribed before the
said register.  Nor shall any person, of what degree or condition soever, above seven-
teen years old, have any estate or possession in Carolina, or protection or benefit of
the law there, who hath not, before a precinct register, subscribed these fundamental
constitutions in this form :

“I, A. B., do promise to bear faith and true allegiance to our sovereign lord King
Charles II, his heirs and successors; and will be true and faithful to the palatine
and lords proprietors of Carolina, their heirs and successors; and with my utmost
power will defend them, and maintain the government according to this establishment
in these fundamental constitutions.”

One hundred and eighteen. Whatsoever alien shall, in this form, before any pre-
cinct register, subscribe these fundamental constitutions, shall be thereby naturalized.

One hundred and nineteen. In the same manner shall every person, at his admit-
tance into any office, subscribe these fundamental constitutions.

One hundred and twenty. These fundamental constitutions, in numher a hundred
and twenty, and every part thereof, shall be and remain the sacred and tnalterable
form and rulp of government of Carolina forever. Witness our hands and seals, the
first day of March, sixteen hundred and sixty-nine.

THE MECKLENBURGH RESOLUTIONS—1 7735.*

I. Resolved : That whosoever directly or indirectly abets, or in any way, form, or
manner countenances the unchartered and dangerous invasion of our rights, as claimed

* This declaration of independence (with a supplementary set of resolutions establishing & forin of
government) was adopted by a convention of delegates from different sections of Mecklenburgh
County, which assembled at Charlotte May 20, 1775.
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by Great Britain, is an enemy to this country—to America—and to the inherent and
inalienable rights of man.

LI, Resolved : That we do hereby declare ourselves a free and independent people;
are, and of right ought to be a sovereign and self-governing association, under the
control of no power, other than that of our God and the General Government of the
Congress: To the maintainance of which Independence we solemnly pledge to each
other our mutual co-operation, our Lives, our Fortunes, and our most Sacred Honor.

IIL. Resolved : That as we acknowledge the existence and control of no law or
legal officer, civil or military, within this county, we do hereby ordain and adopt as a
rule of life, all, each, and every one of our former laws, wherein, nevertheless, the
Crown of Great Britain never can be considered as holding rights, privileges, or
authorities therein.

IV. Resolved - That all, each, and every Military Officer in this country is hereby
reinstated in his former command and authority, he acting conformably to their regu-
lations, and that every Member present of this Delegation, shall henceforth be a Civil
Officer, viz: a Justice of the Peace, in the character of a Committee Man, to issue
process, hear and determine all matters of controversy, according to said adopted
laws, and to preserve Peace, Union, and Harmony in said county, to use every exer-
tion to spread the Love of Country and Fire of Freedom throughout America, until
a more general and organized government be established in this Province.

ABRAHAM ALEXANDER, Chairman.

Joun McKnNi111T ALEXANDER, Secretary.

CONSTITUTION OF NORTH CAROLINA—1776.*
A DECLARATION or RIGHTS, &c.

I. THAT all political power is vested in and derived from the people only.

IL. That the people of this State ought to have the sole and exclusive right of regu-
lating the interal government and police thereof.

ITI. That no man or set of men are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments
or privileges from the community, but in consideration of public services.

IV. That the legislative, executive, and supreme judicial powers of government,
ought to be forever separate and distinct from each other.

V. That all powers of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by any authority,
without consent of the Representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights, and
ought not to be exercised.

V1. That elections of members, to serve as Representatives in General Assembly,
ought to be free.

VIIL. That, in all criminal prosecutions, every man has a right to be informed of
the accusation against him, and to confront the accusers and witnesses with other
testimony, and shall not be compelled to give evidence against himself,

VIII. That no freeman shall be put to answer any crlmmal charge, but by mdlct-
ment, presentment, or impeachment.

IX. That no freeman shall be convicted of any crime, but by the unanimous ver-
dict of a jury of good and lawful men, in open court, as heretofore used.

X. That excessive bail should not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor
cruel or unusual punishments inflicted.

XI. That general warrants—whereby an officer or messenger may be commanded
to search suspected places, without evidence of the fact committed, or to seize any
person or persons, not named, whose offences are not particularly described, and sup-
ported by evidence—are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be granted.

* This constitution was framed by a ¢ congress,” ‘“elected and chosen for that particular purpose,”’
which assembled at Halifax November 12, 1776 and completed its labors December 18, 1776. It was
ot submitted to the people for ratification.
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